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An ancient temple in Cambodia, a white sandy beach in the Maldives,
a cliff-top villa in Bali, a castle in ltaly...the options for your destination
wedding are endless. With some careful thought and planning, you can
have your dream wedding in a beautiful location almost anywhere in
the world.

Couples often choose a destination wedding for many reasons, from
reduced costs and a more intimate guest list to a complete holiday
package or merely because they have always dreamed of getting
married on a beach. Whatever your reasons, there are countless choices
to be made and you may be required to compromise some of your ideas
or leave decisions in the hands of others, so from the start you need to
be flexible.

Destination weddings can take a considerable amount of planning and
research. Travel, accommodation and legal requirements need to
be investigated and booked well in advance, so allow at least
eight months to a year of planning time. Visiting your destination
once before the wedding day is ideal. If this is not possible,
request pictures and floor plans to help you envision the event
and make you feel more at ease.
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Weather is an important factor, as every couple would like the sun to
shine brightly on their special day. While monsoon rains hit Asia in July
and August, these are the best months for Europe. Shoulder seasons
often result in lower accommodation costs, as well as better weather,
but regardless of the forecast for the entire month, consider a rain
contingency. Parasols or marquees can serve the dual purpose of a
sunshade or staying dry during that unexpected shower.

Now that you have found the perfect destination and the best time of
year to have your wedding, you are going to need help. Even though
there are a significant amount of resources available these days, a
professional planner who has experience dealing with couples, no
matter where they reside and local knowledge of the location, will not
only take care of all the details and provide the best people for your
wedding such as photographers and celebrants, but will also ensure you
are informed and comfortable while planning this faraway occasion. Your
wedding planner is invaluable, a person able to give you peace of mind
and ensure the destination wedding of your dreams.

Another consideration is how you show your appreciation for your
guests’ attendance. Family and friends have booked time off, travelled

from afar and have made extra effort to be with you on your special day.
The etiquette of a destination wedding generally calls for invited guests
to pay their own airfare and accommodation so a welcome package
upon check-in with a personalised welcome note, an itinerary for the
following days, a map of the area or a small gift will not only make your
guests feel special but will eliminate any questions they may have upon
arrival.

Schedule your wedding at least two or three days after your arrival to
accommodate for jet-lag and to allow your family and friends to settle
in and enjoy the wonderful location. Provide a nice welcome dinner
or optional activities that bring everyone together so that your guests
get to spend time with you. Planning another event the day after the
wedding is another idea. Your guests can come and say goodbye or
simply recover from the fun and excitement of the past few days.

The entire experience from start to finish should be enjoyable and
relaxing for everyone, especially for you. Pick a destination that you
will enjoy and remember for the rest of your life, and above all, have
fun! It is a celebration of love and should be a fun, exciting and a unique
experience for you and your guests to remember.ll
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